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The spirit of May 4th Enlightenment and the thoughts of Individual 
Emancipation were born from scientific logos and the tradition of value sense which 
came out as the development of western capitalist modernity.Traditionally, China was 
pressed for the condition to make the capitalism come out. Naturally, there was no 
solid basis for followed scientific spirit and Humanistic Consciousness adhere to. 
Therefore, that trend of thought of idea revolution and anti-tradition, which sprung up 
at the late Ming dynasty, was short of modern science and free spirit that was just 
introduced at the early twentieth century, so it was false proposition. In literature, both 
Literates at the late Ming dynasty and early Qing dynasty and Lin Yutang in May 4th 
supported for nature and spirit but their creative advocates were different, which 
radically caused by different thought resources. Lin Yutang spared no effort to 
combine those two foreign thought resources together and made them in conformity 
with each other, attempting to make Chinese and western fusion and combine ancient 
with modern, jointing the Chinese literature and western literature together and 
reconstructed Chinese culture continuum. 
The dissertation has been divided into four parts. The introduction part briefly 
introduces history and current status of the research about Lin Yutang, on the basis of 
which will show the writer’s research direction and comprehensively resurvey the 
aesthetic thesis of nature and spirit and humor. Consequently, the author introduces 
the vision of modernity, and on the basis of philosophy, aesthetics, demotics and 
cultural theories to analyze the origin and long existing misunderstanding of main 
aesthetic opinions to sing high of Lin Yutang for his contribution to Chinese and 
western culture and the combination of ancient and modern as well as carry on 
Chinese culture continuum. 
 

















第一节 林语堂其人 ..........................................................................................1 
第二节 林语堂研究的历史、现状及本文进路 ..............................................3 
第一章  林语堂的创作主张及其哲学渊源 ...................................................8 
第一节 林语堂“幽默观”的生存论价值及文学诠释 ......................................8 
第二节 性灵烛照下的幽默和幽默情怀中的性灵 ........................................13 
第三节 “性灵说”的美学表征和哲学渊源 ....................................................15 
第二章  现代性视野下的林语堂与传统文化.............................................20 
第一节 “五四”精神与资本主义现代性 ........................................................20 
第二节 道家哲学的“审美主义”取向 ............................................................29 
第三节 道家审美主义的“自然”品格 ............................................................35 
第四节 克罗齐美学濡染下的林语堂 ............................................................40 
第五节 克罗齐的美学渊源与林语堂的创造性转化 ....................................42 
第三章  林语堂：融合两种文化 ....................................................................47 
第一节 作为文化保守主义者的林语堂 ........................................................47 
第二节 重建传统文化的努力 ........................................................................50 
参考文献 ...................................................................................................................54 

















Introduction: The review on Lin Yutang and the Progress of the 
dissertation ................................................................................. 1  
1.Introduction about Lin Yutang....................................................................... 1 
2.The history and present situation about research on Lin Yutang and the 
development of the dissertation ....................................................................... 3 
Chapter One: Lin Yutang's basic creative ideas and their philosophic 
origins........................................................................................... 8 
1.1The existing value about the Lin Yutang’s idea of humor and its literature 
annotation ...................................................................................................... 8 
1.2The intercourse between the theory of nature and spirit and humor ..... 13 
1.3The aesthetic characteristics of the theory of nature and spirit and its 
philosophic Origins ................................................................................................... 15 
Chapter Two: Views on Lin Yutang from the perspective of 
modernity and traditional culture ................................. 20 
2.1The spirit of May 4th and Capitalistic modernity .................................... 20 
2.2 The inclination of aesthetics of Daoism Philosophy................................. 29 
2.3The characters of nature of Daoism’s aesthetics....................................... 35 
2.4Lin Yutang who under the influences of Benedetto Croce’s aesthetics... 40 
2.5 The origins of Benedetto Croce’s aesthetics and Lin  
   Yutang’s creativetransform........................................................................ 42 
Chapter Three: Lin Yutang: attempt to combine two cultures ........... 47 
3.1 Lin Yutang: as a cultural conservative...................................................... 47 
3.2 the effort on reconstructing traditional culture ....................................... 50 





















































































                                                        
① 转引自杨义. 林语堂：道家文化的海外回归者[J]. 华文文学,1991 ,(2) 





































































































































                                                        
① 王兆胜. 林语堂的文化情怀[M] .北京：中国社会科学出版社，1998，第 3-16 页. 














































                                                        




























































                                                        
① 万平近. 林语堂论中西文化[C].上海：社会科学院出版社，1989，第 251 页. 













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
